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Public  Health  Department, 

Council  Offices,  Orrell. 

August,  1947. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Orrell  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  sad  duty  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on 
the  Health  of  the  Urban  District  of  Orrell  for  the  Year  1946,  on 
behalf  of  the  late  Dr.  K.  Fraser  who  died  on  the  14th  July,  1947. 


Dr.  Fraser  had  been  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  Orrell 
District  for  thirty-eight  years,  and  during  that  time  had  endeared 
himself  to  the  public.  He  actually  only  relinquished  the  appoint¬ 
ment  in  May,  1947,  but  owing  to  ill-health  he  had  not  been  able  to 
take  an  active  part  in  affairs  since  December,  1946.  Throughout 
the  whole  of  his  long  period  in  office  he  gave  valuable  and  willing 
service.  He  always  showed  a  keen  interest  in  any  scheme  which 
was  introduced  to  give  further  help  or  advancement  in  the  Social 
and  Health  Services  to  the  people  of  Orrell.  I  feel  I  cannot  pay 
higher  tribute  to  Dr.  Fraser  than  to  say  he  came  to  be  regarded  as 
a  friend  to  all,  and,  as  such,  his  loss  is  the  greater.  All  must  have 
learned  of  his  death  with  the  deepest  regret. 


I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  express  the  thanks  of 
the  Orrell  Urban  District  Council  to  Dr.  O’Mahoney  for  the  valuable 
assistance  he  gave  during  the  past  years.  At  all  times  Dr.  O’Mahoney 
gave  freely  of  his  help  in  the  work  in  the  Health  Services,  although 
it  was  outside  his  duties. 


You  will  wish  me  to  make  a  few  comments  on  some  aspects  of 
the  Report.  There  were  160  Births  compared  with  138  in  1945, 
producing  an  Annual  Birth  Rate  of  18-6,  an  increase  of  1*8  over  1945, 
and  comparing  with  a  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  of  19-1.  The 
Deaths  were  95  compared  with  105  in  1945,  giving  an  Annual  Death 
Rate  of  11*0,  a  reduction  of  1*8  below  1945  and  comparing  favourably 
with  the  Rate  of  11*5  for  England  and  Wales.  Thus  an  increase  of 
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population  has  taken  place  over  the  year  at  both  ends  of  life,  a  position 
which  can  be  regarded  as  very  satisfactory.  The  Infant  Mortality 
Rate  again  shows  a  reduction  as  it  has  done  throughout  the  country 
in  recent  years.  This  Rate  was  43  per  1,000  Live  Births  compared 
with  50  in  1945.  The  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  also  43. 


The  Maternal  Mortality  Rate  was  again  nil,  a  standard  at  which 
the  whole  country  is  aiming. 


Finally,  at  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  the  Annual 
Report  has  been  kept  to  the  smallest  possible  dimensions.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  paper  position  will  allow  expansion  next  year. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  G.  Hailwood, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ORRELL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Statistics  of  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  in  Acres  . .  . .  . .  . .  ...  . .  . .  1,617 

Population — Census  1931  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6,949 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  Resident  Population  mid-1946  8,581 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

(a)  Census  1931  .u  . .  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,682 

(b)  End  of  1946,  according  to  Rate  Books  . .  . .  2,653 

Rateable  Value  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  £34,450 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  . .  . .  . .  . .  £129 

Social  Conditions. — The  township  of  Orrell  is  a  residential  district 
in  an  agricultural  area.  The  working  class  houses  are  built  along  the 
borders  of  farm  lands.  Coal  mining  and  the  cotton  industry  afford 
chief  employment.  They  are  situated  outside  the  area. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Live  Births 


Total 


f  Legitimate  . . 
f  Illegitimate . . 


Total. 

158 

2 


M. 

83 

1 


160 
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Birth-rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  mid-1946 


Total. 


Still-births  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Deaths  . .  . .  . .  . .  95 

Death-rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

Maternal  Mortality 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 
compared  with  19  in  1945. 


M. 

1 

44 


F. 

75 

1 


76 


18-6 

F. 

4 

51 

11-0 

Nil 
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There  were  no  Deaths  from  Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever,  Measles, 
Whooping  Cough  or  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age). 

Death-rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — ■ 


All  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ..  ..  43 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births..  44 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 
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Infant  Mortality  Rate. 


• 

1946. 

1945. 

1944. 

1943. 

1942 

Orrell  Urban  District 

43 

. .  50 

. .  58 

32  . . 

82 

England  and  Wales 

43 

..  46 

46 

49  .. 

49 

126  County  Boroughs  and 
Great  Towns,  including 
London 

45 

. .  54 

. .  52  . . 

58  . . 

59 

148  Smaller  Towns  (Resi¬ 
dent  Population  25,000 
to  50,000  at  Census  in 
1931 . 

37 

. .  43 

. .  44  . . 

46  .. 

46 

London  Administrative 

County . . 

41 

. .  53 

61 

58  .. 

60 

BIRTH  AND 

DEATH 

RATES. 

Per  1,000  of  estimated 
Population . 


Maternal  Mortality 
Rate. 


— A — 


a  r 


-A — 


Death-rate 
from 
Tuber- 
Live  Crude  culosis  of 


Per  Rate  of 
1,000  deaths 

Death  Per  Total  under  one 
rate  1,000  Live  &  year  per 
Birth-  Death-  Respirafy  from  Live  Still-  1,000  Live 
rate.  rate.  System.  Cancer,  births,  births,  births. 


Population  : — 
Estimate  1946  : 

(a)  for  Birth¬ 
rates 

(b)  for  Death- 
rates  8,581. 

Mean  of  five 
years  1941-45  17*9 

Year  1945  . .  16*8 

Year  1946  ..  18-6 

Increase  or  de¬ 
crease  in  1946 
on  5  years’ 
aver.  1941-45  +0*7 

Previous  year  -j-1-8 


12-2 

0-35 

1-69 

12-8 

0-36 

2-32 

11-0 

0-23 

0-69 

—1-2 

—0-12 

—LOO 

—1-8 

—0*13 

— U63 

117 

111 

60 

Nil 

Nil 

50 

Nil 

Nil 

43 

1Y7 

— Ill 

—17 

Nil 

Nil 

—  7 
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Causes  of  Deaths  during  the  Year  1946. 

Male. 


Ott 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  . .  . .  . .  1 

Non-Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

Influenza 

Acute  Infantile  Encephalitis  . .  .  .  . .  - 

Cancer  . .  . .  . .  . .  •  •  • .  2 

Diabetes  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  •  •  •  - 

Intracranial  Vascular  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Heart  Disease  . .  . .  . .  .  12 

Bronchitis  . .  . .  . .  . .  • .  3 

Pneumonia  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  1 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  . .  . .  . .  1 

Appendicitis  : .  .  .  . .  .  .  • .  - 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  . .  . .  . .  1 

Nephritis  . .  . .  . .  •  •  .  •  2 

Premature  Birth  . .  . .  .  .  . .  1 

Congenital  Malformation,  Birth  Injuries  . .  4 

Other  Violent  Causes  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

All  Other  Causes  . .  . .  . .  . .  9 
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Female. 

1 

2 

1 

1 

4 

1 

4 

13 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

2 

11 

51 


Notification 

of  Infectious 

Diseases 

Acts. 

Disease. 

1946. 

1945. 

1944. 

1943. 

1942. 

Scarlet  Fever 

.  16 

. .  18 

. .  21 

..  30 

..  15 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

.  24 

4 

..  16 

. .  21 

. .  19 

Diphtheria  . . 

1 

..  2 

. .  — 

1 

. .  9 

Erysipelas  . . 

2 

1 

4 

..  4 

..  2 

Measles 

.  98 

..  142 

..  7 

..  165 

. .  28 

Pneumonia  . . 

4 

. .  11 

..  11 

. .  10 

6 

Cerebro -Spinal  Fever 

.  — 

. .  — 

1 

1 

. .  — 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

. .  — 

1 

— 

..  1 

Totals 

.  145 

..  178 

. .  61 

..  232 

. .  80 
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During  the  Year  1946  they  were  distributed  in  the  Wards  as 
follows  : — 


Disease. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 


East  V/arcl.  West  Ward. 


7 

9 

— 

1 

1 

3 

— 

2 

7 

91 

9 

15 

24 

121 

Age  Groups  of  Infectious  Notifiable  Diseases  during 


the  Year  1946. 


Age 

Scarlet 

Diphth- 

Pneu- 

Ery-  Whooping 

Groups. 

Fever. 

eria. 

monia. 

sipelas.  Cough. 

Measles 

Under  12  months 

—  . . 

—  ,  # 

1  .. 

1 

1-2 

years  . . 

— 

— 

— 

-  ..  2  .. 

7 

2-3 

- 

- 

— 

-..  5  .. 

11 

3-4 

55  •  • 

— 

— 

—  . . 

-  ..  3  .. 

12 

4-5 

55 

]  .. 

— 

—  . . 

-  4  .. 

11 

5-10 

55  •  * 

7  .. 

—  . . 

1  .. 

-  7  .. 

56 

10-15 

55  •  • 

5  .. 

— 

—  . . 

-  ..  1  .. 

— 

15-20 

#  * 

2  .. 

—  . . 

—  . , 

-  1  .. 

— 

20-25 

55  •  • 

1  .. 

—  4  # 

—  . 

—  ,  —  t 

— 

25-35 

55  •  • 

—  . . 

—  #  , 

—  . . 

—  . .  — 

— 

35-45 

55 

—  . . 

1  .. 

—  . . 

1 

— 

45-65 

55  •  • 

—  . . 

—  . . 

1  .. 

—  . .  — 

— 

65  and 

upwards 

—  . . 

—  . . 

1  .. 

1 

— 

Totals 

16  . . 

1  .. 

4  .. 

2  ..24  .. 

98 

Scarlet  Fever. — 16  cases  were  notified,  13  cases  were  school 
children  under  the  age  of  14  years.  Five  cases  were  removed  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital  at  Whelley. 


Pneumonia. — Five  cases  of  Pneumonia  occurred  in  the  district 
and  their  ages  ranged  from  under  1  year  to  over  65  years. 

Erysipelas. — Two  cases  were  reported,  both  cases  occurred  in 
the  West  Ward. 


Measles. — A  small  outbreak  of  Measles  occurred  during  November 
and  December,  and  98  cases  were  notified.  The  disease  was  soon 
brought  under  control. 
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Whooping  Cough. — Whooping  Cough  accounted  for  24  cases, 
occurring  in  the  first  and  last  quarter  of  the  year.  The  age  incidence 
can  be  seen  in  the  Table  given  above. 

Diphtheria. — One  notification  was  received,  a  female,  age  39 
years.  She  was  removed  to  the  Whelley  Isolation  Hospital. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  was  commenced  in  the  District 
in  July,  1942,  and  has  been  continued  during  the  past  year.  Up  to 
the  end  of  1946  a  total  of  1,010  children,  under  the  age  of  15  years, 
completed  the  full  course  of  injections,  that  is,  47  per  cent,  under  the 
age  of  5  years,  and  60  per  cent,  between  the  age  of  5' to  15  years. 
During  the  year  1946,  96  children  received  the  injections  for  the  first 
time.  It  is  very  important  that  every  effort  be  made  to  secure  the 
immunisation  of  all  the  children,  especially  those  under  the  age  of 
5  years. 

Table  Showing  the  Humber  of  Children  who  have 
Completed  the  Full  Course  of  Injections  during  the 

Year  1946. 

Age  at  31/12/46, 

a  p  (1  hi  1 n tpid  hnrn 

in’ the  Year  1945.  44.  43.  42.  41.  40.  39.  38.  37.  36.  35.  34. 
Number 

Immunised  ..  25  28  14  3  6  7  4  2  1  3  1  2 

Total  under  15  years  :  96. 

Table  Showing  the  Total  Number  of  Children  who  have 
been  Immunised  since  the  Council’s  Scheme  was  put 
into  Operation  in  July,  1942. 


1942. 

1943. 

1944. 

1945. 

1946. 

Total. 

Under  1 

year 

. .  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

y  5 

..  4 

11 

12 

23 

25 

2 

years 

6 

13 

17 

24 

28 

Under  5  years 

3 

y  y 

. .  9 

14 

17 

16 

14 

at  end  of  1946 

4 

yy 

. .  18 

20 

16 

20 

3 

310 

5 

yy 

..  38 

12 

4 

— 

6 

6 

yy 

..  31 

19 

6 

5 

7 

7 

y  y 

. .  29 

16 

7 

1 

4 

8 

y  y 

..  33 

12 

3 

2 

2 

9 

y  y 

..  41 

14 

9 

— 

1 

10 

y  y 

. .  43 

17 

8 

3 

3 

11 

yy 

..  59 

40 

13 

— 

1 

Between  the 

12 

yy 

..  36 

18 

3 

2 

2 

age  5-14  years 

13 

yy 

. .  49 

15 

2 

— 

— 

700 

14 

yy 

..  64 

20 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

•  • 

..  460 

241 

117 

96 

96 

1,010 
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The  school  children  are  treated  in  the  Schools,  while  the  pre-school 
children  are  treated  either  at  the  Schools  or  at  the  Child  Welfare 
Centre.  The  injections  are  given  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
The  immunising  agent  used  is  alum  precipitated  toxoid  in  doses  of 
O.2.C.C.  followed  by  O.5.C.C.  a  month  later.  Immunity  is  acquired 
some  two  or  three  months  after  the  last  injection. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — There  is  no  Hospital  or  Nursing  Home 
situated  within  the  area.  The  district  is  well  served  by  general  and 
specialised  hospitals.  Emergency  cases  received  prompt  attention 
and  the  ambulance  service  was  satisfactory.  Infectious  cases  requiring 
isolation  are  accommodated  in  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Whelley  in 
the  Borough  of  Wigan. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  Notifications  received  during  the  year  under  the  Public 
Health  (T.B.)  Regulations,  1930,  were  as  follows 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1946. 


Age  Periods. 

New  Cases. 

Deo 

iths. 

Res¬ 

piratory. 

Non-Res- 

piratory. 

Res¬ 

piratory. 

Non- Res¬ 
piratory. 

Years. 

0-1 . 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

i  ^ 

i 

• 

1-5 . 

5-10 . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

—  # 

1 

10-15  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

15-20  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

20-25  .. 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

—  — 

25-35  . 

1 

2 

— 

_ 

- 

— 

—  — 

35-45  . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

45-55  . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

55-65  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

—  — 

65  and  upwards 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

Totals 

3 

4 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

7 

1 

2 

2 

Notification  of  Tuberculosis  is  usually  prompt  and  satisfactory. 
The  County  Council  provide  facilities  for  the  treatment  of  Tuberculosis 
.at  the  Dispensary,  3,  Mesnes  Park  Terrace,  Wigan. 
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Schools. — A  School  Clinic  is  provided  by  the  County  Council 
at  Orrell  Eoad,  Orrell,  where  children  may  attend  for  inspection  and 
treatment  of  Minor  Ailments.  A  Specialist  attends  the  Ophthalmic 
Session  which  is  held  weekly  at  the  Clinic.  The  Assistant  County 
Medical  Officer  is  in  attendance  at  the  School  Clinic,  and  is  also  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  carrying  out  of  the  Routine  Medical  Inspection  of  the 
children  in  the  Schools.  The  School  Attendance  Officer  supplies  me 
with  a  weekly  return  of  the  children  who  are  absent  from  school 
through  sickness.  Meals  are  now  provided  for  the  children  in  all 
the  schools.  It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  close  any  of  the 
Schools  during  the  past  year. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. — An  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  is  held 
each  Thursday  afternoon  at  the  Orrell  Road  Clinic.  A  Special  Ante¬ 
natal  Clinic  is  held  alternate  Wednesday  afternoons.  The  attendances 
at  all  the  Clinics  have  been  very  good. 

Water  Supply. — The  town’s  supply  is  mainly  derived  from  an  old 
mine  shaft  at  Dean  Wood  off  Gathurst  Road.  It  is  a  good  potable 
water,  ample,  and  its  quality  remains  fairly  constant  as  proved  by 
bi-monthly  chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations.  The  water 
is  supplied  direct  to  the  houses  by  public  mains.  The  mains  were 
flushed  regularly  to  remove  “  ochre  ”  deposits. 

Pollution  of  Rivers  and  Streams. — No  action  taken. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — 900  yards  of  foul  sewers  and  997  yards 
of  storm  water  sewers  were  constructed  in  connection  with  the  new 
housing  sites. 

Closet  Accommodation. — There  are  43  middens  with  69  closets 
serving  houses  considered  for  demolition. 

Public  Cleansing. — Three  men  are  engaged  full  time  on  street 
cleansing  and  six  men  and  a  refuse  vehicle  on  refuse  collection,  which 
is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  on  a  newly  acquired  refuse  tip 
at  Captain’s  Clough  on  the  town’s  southern  boundary. 

Offensive  Trades. — There  were  no  trades  under  this  group,  or  any 
premises  under  the  Rag  Flock  Acts,  1911  and  1928. 

Shops  Act,  1934,  and  Public  Health  Acts,  1936. — 'There  was  no 
action  taken.  Conditions  were  satisfactory. 
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Factory  and  Workshops  Acts. — There  were  32  workshops  on  the 
register.  Periodical  inspections  found  conditions  satisfactory.  One 
factory,  a  cotton  spinning  mill,  re-opened  after  closure. 

Housing  Statistics. — Eight  new  houses  were  erected  and  com¬ 
pleted  by  private  enterprise  during  the  year.  The  distribution  of  the 
population  per  house  was  3T  persons  and  the  density  five  persons 
per  acre.  The  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 
defects  was  706.  Of  these  dwelling-houses,  23  were  found  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  and  197  were  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation.  Defects  in  132  houses  were 
remedied  by  owners  and  46  by  the  local  authority  in  default  of 
owners,  requiring  the  serving  of  104  informal,  35  formal  and  5 
Statutory  Notices. 

There  is  a  long  list  of  applicants  for  fresh  houses  and  priority 
of  claims,  in  the  case  of  44  temporary  bungalows  completed  in  1946, 
has  been  arranged  by  a  system  of  points.  A  housing  scheme  of  44 
temporary  aluminium  bungalows  is  in  progress  on  the  Green  Hey 
Estate  and  72  permanent,  two  and  three  bedroom  brick  built  houses 
on  the  Rivers  Estate,  off  Moor  Road. 

A  further  15  acres  of  land  for  the  erection  of  156  permanent 
houses  has  been  purchased  from  the  Rivers  Estate,  off  Moor  Road, 
and  negotiations  are  pending  for  the  purchase  of  a  further  20  acres 
of  land  at  Kitt  Green,  on  which  it  is  proposed  to  build  a  further  240 
houses. 

The  chief  sanitary  defects  found  were  damp  walls,  defective 
roofs  and  sanitary  fittings  and  wastage  of  water. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  Regulations. — -There  were  17  dairy  farms 
housing  approximately  200  cows.  The  number  of  cow  keepers  (in¬ 
cluding  the  dairy  farms)  was  17.  Dairymen  or  milk  purveyors  (other 
than  cow-keepers)  numbered  29.  Inspections  made  periodically 
numbered  65.  General  cleanliness  in  the  shippons  and  their  surround¬ 
ings  was  observed.  Several  minor  building  defects  were  remedied. 
Samples  of  fresh  milk  were  examined  and  proved  satisfactory. 

Meat  Inspection. — -Food  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  con¬ 
sumption  was  as  follows  :  60  lbs.  of  sultanas,  6  lbs.  12  ozs.  corned 
beef,  J  lb.  of  salmon  and  14|-  ozs.  condensed  milk. 

Sanitary  Requirements  of  the  District. — The  erection  of  new 
houses,  the  abolition  of  privy  middens,  completion  of  the  water- 
carriage  system  and  the  demolition  of  approximately  100  sub¬ 
standard  houses  and  their  replacement  by  new  dwellings. 


14 


Summary  of  Work  done  in  the  Sanitary  Department  for  the 
Year  ending  December  31st,  1946. 


Blocked  or  Defective  W.C’s. 

•  •  •  • 

9 

Insufficient  and  Defective  Provision  for  House  Refuse 

49 

Blocked  Sewers 

•  *  •  • 

2 

Blocked  and  Defective  Drains 

•  •  •  • 

18 

Defective  Houses 

•  •  •  • 

220 

Defective  Spouts 

•  •  •  » 

6 

Houses  Disinfected 

•  •  •  • 

17 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs 

•  •  •  • 

1 

Rats  in  Houses  (number  of  houses) 

•  •  •  • 

2 

Sanitary  Inspections  (including  Housing)  numbered . . 

297 

Number  of  Defects  or  Nuisances  discovered 

•  •  •  • 

197 

Number  of  Defects  or  Nuisances  abated 

•  •  •  • 

178 

Requiring  104  informal,  and  5  statutory  notices. 

Public  Cleansing. 

1945. 

1946. 

No. 

of  ashpits  emptied  during  the  year 

117  .. 

296 

dustbins  emptied  during  the  year 

65,955  . . 

64,169 

loads  removed  during  the  year 

1,098  . . 

1,303 

» 

privy  closets  in  the  district 

69  .. 

69 

ft 

pail  closets  in  the  district 

6  .. 

6 

» 

privy  ashpits  in  the  district 

43  .. 

43 

If 

dry  ashpits  in  the  district 

6  .. 

6 

)f 

dustbins  in  the  district 

2,560  . . 

2,568 

)> 

fresh  water-closets  . .  l  . 

/ 

2,609  . . 

2,617 

A 
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